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Tazria 1

AND ON THE EIGHTH DAY ...SHALL BE CIRCUMCISED
(1)

Maimonides, Sefer haMitzvot (Precept 215):

The Torah commands us to circumcise our sons, as the Lord said to
Abraham: “*Every manchild among you shall be circumcised™ {Gen.
17:10). The Torah states that those who transgress this
commandment incur the punishment of karer.

The Sefer haHinukh records this mitzvah in Parashar Lekh Lekha,
and not here in Tazria, adding that this commandment was not
confined to Abraham, but rather “This is My covenant, which you
shall keep, between Me and you and your seed after you...and he
that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every
manchild in your generations™ (Gen. 17:10-12).

Several commentators ask why this commandment is repeated in
Parashar Tazria.

Sefer haflinukh, Parashar Lekh Lekha, Mitzvah 2, offers a
comprehensive answer:

This commandment 1s repeated in Parashar Tazria. .. even as many
other commandments are recapitulated several times in the Torah,
each time for a specific purpose, as explained by our Sages,

But he does not explain the “purpose’ in the present context.
According to Or haHayim. the repetition in Tazria teaches us that

162

And on the eighth day... (1)

the law of circumcision overrides the Shabbat' seeing that it must be
performed *on the eighth day.” Since this did not apply to
Abraham, it was not mentioned in Genesis!

Abraham was commanded to circumcise; he was not required to
observe the Sabbath. Had he failed to perform the circumcision on
the Sabbath, he would have acted improperly — God forbid. It was,
therefore, pointless of God to command Abraham to circumecise
even on the Sabbath; Indeed, had such a command been issued there,
rivers of ink would have had to be spilled to explain it.

This provides an halakhic answer to our problem. Toledor
Virizhak (R. Yitzhak Karo) views differently the incorporation of
circumcision in the text dealing with uncleanness. He asks:

If the Torah deems it necessary to repeat the law of the circumeision
(having recorded it in the Lord's commandment to Abraham in
Genesis 17:9-10. ..), this is not the right place! Surely the Covenant of
the Circumcision (B'rir Milah) is holy and pure — why then associate
it with uncleanness, as if placing a kohen into a graveyard?!

He answers:

Man has been created for the sole purpose of serving his Creator.
Thus, having created man, “'the Lord God took the man. and put him
in the Garden of Eden. .. And the Lord God commanded the man "
(Gen. 2:15-16). Likewise here, after stating, “...and born a man
child,” the Torah states: “on the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin
shall be circumcised,” for he was born o fulfill God's
commandments — and the Brit Milah is the first and foremost
mitzvah, without which he is not a Jew. Through circumcision he
accepts the yoke of the Kingdom of Heaven, having been marked to
serve the Lord and fulfill all His commandments, Hence, the mitzvah
of milah appears in conjunction with the birth of a male child.

Sec also Rashi Num, 5:6.
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And on the eighth day... (1)

imprinted on the human body, it is the strongest sign of all... The
Lord chose this particular organ as the common instrument of sin,
and the principal source of carnal lust. The B'rir Milah, by reminding
the Jew of the Divine commandments when about to transgress with
that organ, will prevent him from sinning. He will not follow his
unbridled sexual desires like an animal, but satisfy them within the
confines of the Torah, to reproduce and to maintain his health.’

Similarly, Nahmanides:

“This is My covenant which you shall keep™; ... the purpose accord-
ing to our Sages, was to mark this turbulent and seducing organ with
a reminder that it function within the mandatory and legitimate
limits.

Accordingly, this precept fulfills an educational and disciplinary
role in the relationship of man towards his Creator. It harbors a
permanent warning against the sinful use of the organ of reproduc-
tion: it elevates carnal activity to the level of a mitzvah...*

Reading beyond the personal level, Maimonides (Guide, Part IT1,
Ch. 49) examines the national and social aspects of this mitzvah:

There is one more very important factor to the commandment of
circumeision: The physical sign as a unifying factor of all those who
believe in the One God. For an outsider will not go to such great
pains in order to infiltrate, for some reason, the ranks of another
religion. Only for reasons of sincere faith would a man undergo

3. Earlier. R. Yehudah halevi states in his kezarf. 1,115
We tell him (the prospective convert) that one of the reasons of the Brir
Milah is its function as a reminder of being asign God commanded us to put
on the most lust-ridden organ in the human body. so that we may dominate
it and use it only under the proper conditions and at the proper time.
We note that in the Kuzari it is “one of the reasons.” and not *the reason.™
suggested 1o a prospective convert. Elsewhere R. Yelhudah haLevi emphasizes
the religious aspect of the circumeision as a token of the Covenant.
4. CL my Studies in Bereshir (p. 3-4) on the stylistic déference in the Scriptural
reference to the reproduction of the fishes and to that of man.
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